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THE OEAYON 



were likely to recognize a resemblance to him- 
self in a priest under a wig. 

* * • * * 

But of all the filters against wigs, none was 
so serious and -chivalresque as " Jean Baptiste 
Thiers, Docteur en ThSologie et Cure de Cham- 
prond." Dr. Thiers, in the year 1690, wrote a 
book of some six hundred pages against the 
wearing of wigs by ecclesiastics. He published 
the same at his own expense; and high au- 
thority pronounced it conformable in every 
respect to the " Roman Catholic and Apostolic 
Church." Dr. Thiers wrote a brief preface to 
his work, in which he invokes an abundant 
visitation of divine peace and grace on those 
who read his volume with tranquillity of mind, 
and who preferred truth to fashion. The invo- 
cation, I fear, is made in vain ; for the tedious- 
ness of the author slays all tranquillity of spirit 
on the part of the reader, who cannot however 
refrain from smiling at seeing the very existence 
of Christianity made to depend upon the ques- 
tion of perukes. The book is a dull book : but 
the prevailing idea in it; — that it is all over 
with religion if perukes be not abolished — is 
one that might compel a cynic to inextinguish- 
able laughter. Yes, says the Doctor, the origin 
of the tonsure is to be found in the cutting of 
Peter's hair by the Gentiles, to make him look 
ridiculous ; therefore, he who hides the tonsure 
beneath a peruke, insults the Prince of the 
Apostles ! A species of reasoning, anything 
comparable with which is not to be found 
/ in that book which Borne has honored by con- 
demning — Whately's "Logic." 

The volume however affords evidence of the 
intense excitement raised in France by the dis- 
cussion of the bearing of wigs on Christianity. 
For a season, the question in some degree re- 
sembled, in its treatment at least, that of bap- 
tismal regeneration, as now treated among our- 
selves. No primitively-minded prelate would 
license a cure' who professed neutrality on the 
matter of wigs. The wearers of these were 
often turned out of their benefices; but then 
they were welcomed in other dioceses, by bishops 
who were heterodoxly given to the mundane 
comfort of wiggery. Terrible scenes took place 
in vestries between wigged priests ready to re- 
pair to the altar, and their brethren or supe- 
riors who sought to prevent them. Chapters 
suspended such priests from place and profit; 
Parliaments broke the decree of suspension, and 
chapters renewed the interdict. Decree was 
abolished by counter-decree, and the whole 
Church was rent in twain by the contending 
parties. 

* • * » * * 

In France wigs ended by assuming the ap- 
pearance of Nature. In the Heigh of Terror, 
the modish blonde perukes worn by females 
were ihade of hair purchased from the execu- 
tioner, of whom old ladies bought the curls 
which had clustered about the young necks that 
had been severed by the knife of Samson. But 
after this the fashion ceased among women, as 
it had already done among men, beginning to 
do so with the latter when Franklin appeared 
in his own hair, unpowdered, at the Court of 
Louis XVI; and from that period wigs have 
belonged only to history. 

■ * » •■ * » * 

Habits mid Men. 



EXCAVATIONS NEAR NAPLES. 

The following correspondence of the 
London Aihenmum will be read with in- 
terest : — 

Naples, April 8. 

Our winter is nearly over, and with it will 
terminate our researches into many spots of an- 
tiquarian interest. The malaria fever is a ter- 
rible enemy to encounter,— nor would even the 
discovery of such a vase as that known here by 
the name of Darius compensate one for the 
aches and sufferings which that destructive 



malady inflicts. Now, then, is a good time to 
review what has been done during the season 
which is passing away ; and I do not know that 
I can do better than throw my scattered infor- 
mation into the form of an antiquarian tour, 
which we shall do well to complete quickly; be- 
fore the hot season comes in. 

A glance at Cumae will be necessary before 
we travel eastwards, — though I have scarcely a 
word to say for the City of the Sibyl. The 
Prince of Syracuse has terminated his excava- 
tions there for the present, having nearly ex- 
hausted the ground which was at his disposal. 
Much, however, remains to be done in land pos- 
sessed by private individuals, and -which His 
Royal Highness has been anxious to purchase, 
though unwilling to give the price demanded. 
I cannot forbear from expressing my regret, that 
what was acquired here two years ago, with so 
much trouble and expense, and awakened so 
much European interest, should have been sold 
— a portion to the Marquis Campana, the cele- 
brated collector at Rome, and the rest to M. 
Fould, brother of the French Minister of Fi- 
nance, it is supposed on account of the French 
Government. The beautiful fragments of the 
Temple of the Antonini, which ought never to 
have been removed from their original site, 
still remain behind the Palace of the Prince. 
So much for Cunue; and now for a turn in 
Apulia. I have recently spoken of Canosa (Ca- 
nusium), but since then other interesting de- 
tails have come to my knowledge, which I must 
not omit to mention. The tomb which has 
most recently been brought to light has much 
of an Oriental character, as the doors narrow 
towards the top. The color of the ground is of 
a dark red and blue. The chamber facing the 
entrance appears to have been devoted to the 
chief of the family, whilst the lateral ones were 
occupied by the women ; and there, on beds of 
bronze, decorated with ivory statuettes and 
other ornaments, were found female skeletons. 
All that beauty, all that wealth ever gave could 
not save them from the universal lot. The 
ground was covered over with gold thread, 
which Signor Bonucci supposes to be the re- 
mains of a golden carpet or cloth ; whilst round 
the walls were disposed more than forty vases, 
of various, though graceful and elegant shapes. 
To these I have already alluded; but not to 
some paterse of an enormous size, in which eggs 
and other eatables were found, as also the dregs 
of some liquids. In harmony with the idea 
that the deceased would resume the habits of 
this life in another world, the skeletons bear 
upon them the traces of the most magnificent 
dresses. The principal female, figure, for in- 
stance, was found with earrings representing 
two peacocks, not merely in shape but in every 
tint : the color of the plumage being given by 
smalt upon gold. Golden bracelets of a serpent 
form surrounded dry bones, round which once 
beat the pulses of passion. Her vest must evi- 
dently have been embroidered, for garlands of 
myrtle, both the leaf and the berry, were found 
in gold, and all are clearly pierced with the 
holes by which they were once attached to the 
dress. Round the head was a diadem of vari- 
ous flowers, the cups of which were formed of 
rubies, and jacynths, and emeralds of great 
beauty, and sometimes of smalt of different 
colors. The beautiful ring which I described in 
my last I have since examined : it was found 
on one of the fingers of this female. The circle 
is formed of two clubs of Hercules, the point 
where they meet beneath being surmounted by 
a ruby; whilst on the upper and opposite part 
of the ring is a box, where might have been the 
hair of a lover 6r Persian perfumes : the cover 
is formed of a large emerald. The work is of 
the most delicate filagree, displaying a great 
variety of beautiful forms : in short, all regard 
it with astonishment, and doubt whether mo- 
dern Art could produce anything so perfect. 
"And when," said I to Signor Bonucci, " might 



this tomb have been closed upon its inmates?" 
"Oh!" was the answer; "judging from the 
Art, it might have been about the time of Alex- 
ander the Great, or, at all events, two thousand 
years ago." — "What a field for the play of the 
imagination ! Two thousand years ago !" said 
I ; "so large a period, that it seems to belong 
not to time but to eternity ; and yet the Art of 
the painter, and the potter, and the sculptor, 
and the architect of that time, is brought before 
us as fresh as though it had been executed but 
yesterday; nay, more, the handiwork of the 
milliner and the upholsterer is shown to our 
wondering eyes; and, dressed in the habili- 
ments of the drawing-room, the inmates of the 
tombs seem ready to receive us." I must not, 
however, linger longer on this spot, otherwise 
my imagination, instead of sober reason, will 
ran off with me ; but I must first repeat the ex- 
pression of the universal hope that His Majesty 
will resume the excavations shortly after Eas- 
ter. " hide Ruios fessi pervenvmus" says 
Horace, in his description of his journey to 
Brundusium; with him we have pursued our " 
road from Canusium, and my readers will not 
object to travel in such good company. The 
modern Ruvo, for so now is called the ancient 
Rubi, has at various times been the scene of 
excavations, and some of the largest and most 
beautiful vases in the Museo-Borbonico were 
found there. His Majesty has recently granted 
permission to H.R.H. the Prince of Syracuse to 
excavate, — and, from all I hear, the works will 
be resumed there at no distant time. Perhaps, 
one of the best private collections of antiquities 
in Southern Italy has been formed at Ruvo, by 
Signor President* Salvadore Fenice. It is par- 
ticularly rich in Greek vases, in searabaei, coins, 
and glass. I may mention that Signor Fenice 
was one of the first to suggest a remedy for the 
grape malady in Apulia, where, in fact, the 
vintage last year was most successful. He as- 
serts, also, that in the breath of cholera patients ' 
he discovered insects infinitesimally small, and 
believes that by means of these the disease was 
diffused. This, however, by the way. Leav- 
ing Apulia and coming nearer the capital, a 
new site of interest has been made known to us 
recently in Albanella, a small town of 1,800 in- 
habitants, in the Bishopric of Capaccio, from 
which it is distant about six miles, and is con- 
sequently not far from Psestum. About four or 
five acres of ground, I am informed by one well 
able to give me intelligence, are covered with, 
or more properly cover, these tombs ; arid there 
cannot be fewer, says the same authority, than 
eighty tombs. Those which have been recently 
disinterred have been so by accident, whilst the 
proprietor, a Signor Albonio, was planting 
vines. Two of the tombs have no 'marked in- 
terest, except that on the walls of one of them 
is represented a combat of boxers, whilst oppo- 
site is a chariot, That one, however, which is 
the most interesting is small, and has no en- 
trance gateway ; on the long wall of the inte- 
rior is painted a mortuary bed, whereon reposes 
a young and beautiful girl t with her eyes closed. 
Behind her is a woman extending her arm over 
her stomach, whilst by her side is another wo- 
man in the act of dancing. Near the bed is a 
Faun, who plays the double pipe. Behind the 
bed is a woman, evidently in sorrow, with her 
hands crossed on her bosom, — and another, 
seated on a chair with a back to it, holds a 
crown in her hands. Opposite this wall are 
painted two combats — one of gladiators, and 
another of boxers. On the short side of the 
funeral chamber, is a figure on horseback ; and 
on the other side a cock, the emblem of vigi- 
lance. Cushions worked in arabesque are 
painted above, and everything is executed in 
the style of the earliest Greek. In the interior 
of this tomb was found — wonder of wonders — 
a warrior, with the hair on his skull preserved, 
and with his body covered with his cuiras3 of 
bronze. This excavation took place twelve feet 
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under ground, and was made so recently as the 
beginning of this year. Within the last six 
months nothing of importance has been disco- 
vered at Ptestum. Shortly before that an inte- 
resting tomb was brought to light by Signor 
Belella, but as it has been illustrated and fully 
described elsewhere, I shall not enlarge upon it. 
Whilst it is the subject of congratulation to 
the artistic world, that so much that is grace- 
ful and elegant has been recovered from the 
tomb, I cannot reflect without regret on the 
fact that so much has been discovered by pure 
accident, and that afterwards so much has been 
left to private enterprise. The daily laborer 
first broke into the interesting tombs recently 
discovered in Albanella and Paestum. " We 
arrived in Canosa just in time to save some- 
thing," says Signor Bonucci : "much had been 
carried off and dispersed." The beautiful vase 
of Darius, — the first historical vase ever dis- 
covered, and the most remarkable for its artis- 
tic merit, — he found in the hands of a private 
person broken into ten or twelve pieces : some 
fragments were wanting, and he had to open 
the tomb again, and almost sift the soil to find 
them. Happily he did so, and now this vase, 
carefully restored, stands the gem of this com- 
partment of the Museum. I have myself seen 
the jaundiced and swollen inhabitants of Pses- 
tum bring forth for sale antiques which they 
had broken into pieces, to multiply their paltry 
gains. Thus, through accident, ignorance, and 
neglect, how much has been lost or injured^ that 
can never be recovered or repaired ; and how 
much has been scattered amongst the herd of 
mere curiosity hunters, who have neither taste 
to select, nor enthusiasm to preserve. Where, 
as in Magna Grsecia, the whole soil teems with 
the .riches of ancient Art, some association 
should be formed for the protection and preser- 
vation of what may, from time to time, be 
brought to light. I believe an order has been 
issued lately to order the Intendentes to order 
the Sott' Intendentes to order the Syndics to 
order proprietors of land when they find any- 
thing, to communicate the notice of it to the 
Syndic, who must inform the Sott' Intendente, 
who must inform the Intendente, who must in- 
form the Directors of the Museum, of the fact. 
The links are so ■ many that the vibration will 
scarcely reach the end. H. 



FOREIGN ART GOSSIP. 

The Taylor Museum, in Oxford, is growing 
rich in Art collections of many kinds. Its series 
of Michael Angelo's drawings .is superb; and 
Mr. Chambers' Hall has presented a magnificent 
collection, including a large cartoon by Razzie, 
of Siena, framed ; a pen drawing of the Nativity 
(engraved in Ottley's " School of Design") ; 
another by Raphael, of the Circumcision, and a 
superb study of a figure in his picture, called 
" La Belle Jardiniere" ; about 50 drawings by 
Rembrandt ; 43 by Ostade ; 30 by Claude Lor- 
raine; and specimens by Leonardo da Vinci, 
Correggio, Albeit Diirer, Rubens, Vandyck the 
elder arid younger, Van der Velde, Paul Potter, 
Teniers, Wilson, and Zoflany. We may men- 
tion, also, a collection of about 200 etchings by 
Rembrandt, 60 by Ostade, 50 by Claude, and 24 
by Vandyck, proofs and early states. The etch- 
ings of four of the greatest artists in that way 
are cf the most select quality, and in point of 
variety and beauty equal to any in the first 
cabinets in Europe. A portfolio of original 
sketches in water-colors, made in the East and 
various parts of the Continent, by Mr. Hall and 
his brother, and a series of useful etchings, by 
his friend the late Mr. Read, of Salisbury. A 
small collection of paintings, among which will 
be found landscapes by Rubens, Guardi, Wilson, 
Linnell, Read and Constable : sketches and 
heads by Vandyck ; " The Enraged Musician," 
" The Inn Yard," " The Portrait of Sir James 
Thornhill," and a conversation pieoe. by Ho- 



garth ; Portraits of Admiral Keppel and Miss 
Keppel, and a most interesting sketch of " The 
Charity," for the window at New College, by 
Sir Joshua Reynolds. Upwards of 70 speci- 
mens of early Greek and Etruscan sculpture, in 
bronze and other metals, such as statuettes and 
portions of larger figures, vase-handles, orna- 
ments, and implements, many of them of sin- 
gular beauty and interest. A few Greek terra- 
cottas, painting, and some gems. In addition 
to these classical objects, may be mentioned a 
small model in wax by Michael Angelo, for the 
recumbent figure of Aurora, on the tomb of 
Lorenzo de' Medici, Duke of TJrbmo, at Flo- 
rence. — Aihenceum. 

In our remarks last week on the various ap- 
pointments held by Sir Charles Eastlake, we 
stated that the Presidency of the Royal Academy 
will become a paid office on the death of Lady 
Chan trey. More than one correspondent reminds 
us that, by a private arrangement of the Forty, 
Sir Charles already receives from the funds of 
the Academy £300 a year for his services as 
President. The Treasurer, it is said, can certify 
the fact to any who may doubt. We had our- 
selves heard of this arrangement, and made no 
allusion to it because it is " private," and there- 
fore subjeot to revision. In a few years, the 
President will have a legal income independent 
of the Academy. This was the point of our 
argument. Of course, the possession of a third 
salary— given in anticipation of the Chantrey 
provision — does not weaken the justice of a pro- 
test against accumulated offices in a single 
hand.— Athenaun. 

The annual exhibition of the works of eminent 
English painters at the rooms of the Society of 
Arts is fixed. The Messrs. Chalon follow Etty 
and Mr. Mulready. Mr. Alfred Chalon is pre- 
paring the works of his late brother, Mr. John 
Chalon, and a selection from his own studio. — 
Atkevaum. 

There is to be a separate exhibition in 
Paris for such of the articles not admitted to 
the Great Exhibition, as the owners thereof 
may be disposed to send to it. The govern- 
ment, of course, have nothing to do with it. 

The committee appointed to raise a public 
testimonial in memory of the late General Sir 
Charles Napier, the hero of Scinde, have decided 
on the erection, in London, of a bronze statue 
of the gallant general. The height of the statue 
is to be twelve feet, on a granite pedestal 
eighteen feet high. — Aihenantm. 

We learn that a magnificent antique statue, 
in red marble, was purchased for the British 
Museum at the late salo of M. Collot's collec- 
tion at Paris. Ex-king Jerome, says the Daily 
News, attempted to become its purchaser, in 
order that he might present it to the Museum 
of the Louvre. — Atheneeum. 

Print Room of British Museum. — In Lon- 
don, one of the most intellectual places of re- 
sort for an artist, is the print room of the Brit- 
ish Museum, and among the thousands of fine 
impressions of exquisite engravings, rare etch- 
ings, and curious prints, I can only speak of a 
few of the countless interesting things. There 
is a small curious wood-carving by Albert Durer, 
valued at $10,000. It was bought in Holland, 
I heard, for $2,500. A celebrated author once 
excused the angularity of Durer's engravings, 
by saying that he lived in a warlike age, and 
drew with his gauntlet on ; it almost appears 
as if he purposely desired to have his engrav- 
ings very angular, seeking it as a good thing, 
for a great number of his drawings are without 
this characteristic angularity, while nearly all 
his engravings, wood-cuts, and etchings that I 
have looked at, possessed the usual hardness 
and stiffness. Durer was a pure-hearted, 
thoughtful man, and I am inclined to think 



that he aimed at angularity, with a noble desire 
to repress the voluptuous, or, to speak more cor- 
rectly, the sensuous tendency of Art, for he had 
carefully studied the works of the great masters 
in Italy, and was praised and respected by Ra- 
phael and Da Vinci, and with his powerful in- 
tellect and vivid imagination, he could have 
soon seized and applied to his own works, all 
that was excellent in the Italian School, had he 
not perceived that Art would soon become the 
panderer, instead of the reprover of earthliness 
There is a fine collection of Rembrandt's etch- 
ings, and as an illustration of the time and 
thought he spent on his " Descent from the 
Cross," I noticed that it was formed of seven- 
teen small pieces of paper, in the attempt tc 
produce the desired effect. 

There is a drawing by Giotto on vellum, and 
drawings by Andrea Mantegna ; among the lat- 
ter, I noticed part of a strange, allegorical draw 
ing, marked in ink. It is curious to notice the 
change in Raphael's stylefrom the meagrenesa 
and stiffness of his master Perugino, with all its 
timidity, to the fullness of life, and freedom of 
line of his last manner, the drawing containing 
the sonnet in his own hand-writing, is "particu- 
larly interesting. There is a fine collection of 
the engravings of Raphael Morghen, who, from 
the excellent management of the R. Morghen. 
Society, and his own intrinsic excellence, stands 
confessedly at the head of all Line Engravers ; 
$1,000 was offered, and refused, for one of the 
impressions of his " Last Supper" after Da- 
Vinci's picture — the well-known engraving re- 
produced in this country by Mr. Dick. Leo- 
nardo Da Vinci and others, oftentimes used a 
prepared grey paper, and drew upon it with a 
silver point, thus producing simple "tender" 
drawings without any dark lines, a method that 
might be used advantageously by our modern 
draughtsmen in sketches having but little sha- 
dow; there are also three etchings of this artist, 
one of which, I understand, was from a silver 
plate. I was interested in two books by the 
extraordinary man, the painter Blake, in whom 
seemed combined the eccentricities of the Mad- 
man, and the inspiration and sublimo feeling of 
the Seer ; a man who would gravely paint the 
portraits of men dead centuries before, saying, 
that their spirits sat for him, and held learned 
converse with him, while listeners heard but hist 
voice arguing and responding to a presence in- 
visible to them ; and who possessed a secret of 
great value to him in his Art, a secret told to 
him, according to his own report, by a denizen 
of the upper world ; yet although thus holding 
communion with the upper world of- spirits, 
his book " Jerusalem" is a wild, blurred, insane 
production, more like the outpouring of a mad- 
man's mind, than the work of so calm, pure, 
and religious a being as Blake. — Rambles and 
Reveries of an Art-Student. 

St. Paul's Cathedral. — The proportions of 
the dome of this gigantic edifice are very fine, 
and seen at a distance, it makes a very impos- 
ing effect. The effect of the other parts, when 
viewed near, is weakened by the capricious 
forms of many of the details. It is remarkable 
that the smoke has left the stone of which the 
building is composed, quite white in some parts, 
while it has completely blackened the rest, so 
that the white parts look as if they were cover- 
ed with snow. The interior is far less satisfac- 
tory. The dome admits only a scanty light. 
The prodigious empty spaces of the walls pro- 
duce a cold and cheerless effect. Nor are the 
numerous splendid marble monuments calculat- 
ed to remove this impression — most of them 
being strange aberrations in sculpture. I, how- 
ever, came away with the conviction that no. 
nation has been so desirous as the English to 
honor the memory of its illustrious men. In 
this instance, we again see the ardent national 
feeling in which they surpass all other people— 
Dr. Waagen. 



